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Town of Hampton

June 20, 2022
Posted:

Library, Town Offices, Town website

7:00 p.m.

Board of Selectmen’s Room

PRESENT:

James Waddell, Chairman
Chuck Rage, Vice-chairman
Russell Bridle, Selectmen
Richard Sawyer, Selectman
Jamie Sullivan, Town Manager
Amy Hansen, Selectwoman

ABSENT:

SALUTE TO THE FLAG
I.

Public Hearing RSA 53-C:3-a
1. Cable Franchise Agreement Amendment
Public hearing was opened at 19:00. TM Sullivan noted that Atty. Kate Miller has joined the
meeting and he read the preamble for the hearing.
Regina Barnes, 95 Presidential Circle, discussed not being in support of raising franchise
fees. She noted hoping to see the board encourage Comcast to have more appointments for
the public to have more opportunity to address them. She discussed being made aware of the
Federal Commissions trade discount, the Affordable Connectivity Program, noting available
for those that may qualify.
Public Hearing was closed at 19:04.
Atty. Kate Miller gave an overview. She discussed the limits of the things the town can
control. She discussed the right to a public access channel and noted the town addressing
better access for the education channel. She discussed doing an amendment as opposed to
rewriting the entire contract, reiterating the education channel, and noting FCC changes. She
discussed that in time, cable companies may look to become just internet service providers.
She noted a cable offer of discounted internet for those who may qualify. She noted a
modest discount for low-income seniors. She discussed competition, noting Consolidated,
and the company that is no longer interested in coming to Hampton. She noted this contract
is until 2027.
Chairman Waddell discussed the franchise fee that goes to Channel 22 and Channel 13.
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Town of Hampton

Sel. Sawyer MOTIONED to APPROVE the first amendment to the Feb. 13th, 2013, renewal
cable television’s franchise agreement with Comcast, SECONDED by Sel. Bridle. VOTE:
4-0-0
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II.

Public Comment [Time limitation of three (3) minutes]
Dean Merrill, 20 High Street, noting he was also speaking on behalf of the commander of the
American Legion. He discussed the need for the flagpole to be upgraded. He noted the
family of Tobey and Merrill would like to purchase and donate a new flagpole and flag with
installation around July 11th. There was general discussion of the value and thanks to Tobey
and Merrill.
Lorette Schuck, Boston Ave., noted owning properties on Boston. She wanted to publicly
thank Dir. Jen Hale for the walkway put at the end of Boston Ave. She discussed the sand
dune at the end of Boston and the ropes for the plovers. She noted a walkway through the
dune on Dover Ave. She asked the board for a solution for the dune on Boston, noting
people being able to get to the beach.
Regina Barnes, 95 Presidential Circle, discussed Atlantic Broadband not coming to Hampton.
She noted she was told they are not coming because Verizon owns all the infrastructure. She
asked if the board could negotiate with Verizon or determine additional ways to bring in
infrastructure for providers to bid on. She noted the board had a previous discussion on goals
and the list was going to be put on the website. She noted not being able to find the list. She
discussed hearing about a memo that states the chair of the budget committee is running for a
political office. She noted her concern of this being highly unethical.

III.

Announcements and Community Calendar
Sel. Bridle announced that the sand sculptures are at the beach. He announced there will be a
senior cookout on Wednesday, which the Chamber of Commerce is doing and noted prior
registration.
Sel. Sawyer noted a large gathering last Tuesday at Victoria’s Inn to celebrate the life of Desi
Lanio. He thanked all involved for a great event.

IV.

Approval of Minutes
1. June 6, 2022
Sel. Bridle MOTIONED to APPROVE the Minutes of June 6, 2022, SECONDED by Sel.
Rage. VOTE: 4-0-0

V.

Consent Agenda
1. Donation: Canine Vehicle set up from Crimeline for $5,000
2. Donation: Parks & Recreation Summer Camp, $500 from Nick Doucette
3. Heritage Commission Appointments: Nichole Duggan, Alternate; Katherine
Hararke, Alternate
4. Parade & Public Gathering License: Children’s Festival 8/15/2022, 4 days
5. Signature needed for DRA form P A 28.
TM Sullivan added #5.
Sel. Sawyer MOTIONED to APPROVE the Consent Agenda including the addition of #5,
SECONDED by Sel. Bridle. VOTE: 4-0-0
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VI.

Appointments
1. Carl McMorran, Aquarion Water Company
a Quarterly Update
Mr. McMorran noted he was accompanied by George Logan. He noted they were there for
the quarterly update. Mr. Logan discussed the Environmental Champions program. He
noted all nominations are in and the judges are choosing the winners and they will be
announced on July 15th at the Victoria Inn. He discussed water conservation and showed a
chart of NH precipitation, noting we are below averages. He discussed monitoring drought,
noting our area is moderate. He discussed lawn watering, noting schedules and conservation.
He discussed watering efficiency.
Mr. McMorran discussed metering trends. He discussed this year’s major improvement
projects, noting Marston Way and Little River WTP. He discussed PFAS referencing a
graph and noted new advisory limits from the EPA and possible impacts. Mr. Logan
explained the levels, giving examples of the perspective.
Chairman Waddell noted he was following the news of PFAS and that it is a forever
chemical. He discussed staying on top of it.
2. EPOCH Preservation, Hampton Historical Society Pat Bushway & Lori Cotter,
President
a Cemetery Stones Restoration
TM Sullivan explained the project and introduced Epoch Preservation to give a presentation
on the restoration. Joshua Gerloff discussed the company, and the fixing, cleaning, and
restoration of the stones at Ring Swamp Cemetery and Pine Grove Cemetery. He shared
photos of the work and explained them. He discussed the documentation of the process. He
noted stored stones saved on pallets that helped with the project.
Sel. Bridle noted this is something that has needed to be done for a long time, noting the tree
removal and fence.
Ms. Cotter discussed how this project came about, referencing the historical society and the
tours. She noted the work of Rep. Bushway and the American Legion. She discussed futures
needs.
Rep. Bushway discussed the American Legion and their part in the process, noting looking
for 28 Revolutionary War veterans.
Rachel for Epoch offered thanks to all for being able to be a part of this restoration in
Hampton and what a wonderful project this has been.
Chairman Waddell thanked them all for doing a super job.
3. Kristi Pulliam, Finance Director
a Monthly Financials
Dir. Pulliam noted May financials and they went on the website this morning. She stated this
is the fifth report of 2022 and the target is 41.67%. She discussed the May revenue details
with YTD at $3,107,198 and the May amount was $804,706. The 2022 revenue is higher
than 2021 by $53,591. The most noticeable difference here is in Parking Lot Revenue, which
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is higher than 2021 by $93,998. She noted this June weather is not starting out as well and
showed a graph of revenue breakdown.
She discussed that on the expense side we have spent $12,925,776 and have open purchase
orders totaling $777,748. These figures include amounts spent related to warrant articles.
We are under budget by $871,943 or 3.09%. She shared a chart of the breakdown of
expenses. She discussed continuing to watch gas and diesel costs. She shared a chart of the
balances in all other funds.
Chairman Waddell asked if we have a plan B for gas, diesel and electric. TM Sullivan noted
it is to manage other expenses to accommodate them and noted police outside agency costs.
He discussed the state fuel program.
Sel. Rage noted that Unitil is looking to double rates for August.
discussion on electric rates and increases.
b

There was general

High Street Bond

Dir. Pulliam discussed that the bond sale has been completed. She noted it is a little bit lower
with an interest rate of 3.38%.
Chairman Waddell asked if the interest rate went up. Dir. Pulliam noted she thought they
discussed 3.5%, and the actual bond amount is a little less than $100,000.00 of the original
figure discussed.
VII.

Town Manager’s Report
1. The lettering for the Robert F. Preston building has been put up.
2. The recreation/senior building is progressing.
3. Dir. Jen Hale has received notice of being awarded the critical flood risk
infrastructure grant for up to $2 million dollars for the King’s Highway project.
4. Again, we thank Tobey and Merrill for the flagpole and flag donation.
5. We are working with Rockingham Planning Commission to help with age friendly
communities and there is a survey on the website, with hard copies around town.
6. The Police Dept. will be doing a National Night Out in August.
7. There is good news out of the legislative session on two bills, one being more in the
Highway Grant funding, and more for police, fire, and teacher retirement costs.
8. There is a force main agreement that needs approval for 97 Drakeside Road, it has
gone through DPW and our legal counsel.
Sel. Bridle MOTIONED to APPROVE and sign the force main agreement for 97 Drakeside
Road, it has been approved by Planning, DPW and our legal counsel, and approving the town
manager or chairman of the board to sign, SECONDED by Sel. Sawyer. VOTE: 4-0-0
Sel. Bridle discussed the naming of the building and inviting the Preston’s, on June 30th at
12:00 noon.
Sel. Bridle MOTIONED to ACCEPT the donation of the flag and flagpole from Tobey and
Merrill, SECONDED by Sel. Rage. VOTE: 4-0-0
Sel. Bridle asked if we should be doing something about the sand dune and the walkway.
TM Sullivan noted we will have to look at that and he will speak to Dir. Hale.
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VIII.

Old Business
Sel. Rage discussed people have said to him there is no signage on the cost at the parking
lots. TM Sullivan noted the cost is on the machine, noting the rates are variable. He noted
that is one of the issues that is being looked at in this process. He noted decisions that will
have to be made about the sheds as well.
Sel. Rage discussed the leased parking spots being moved to the back of the lots, noting it is
not very well signed. TM Sullivan noted that new signs have been ordered. He noted the
appeal process for tickets.
Sel. Bridle noted the signs going up on the rest of the lettered streets.
Sel. Rage noted a couple of box trucks parked on the lettered streets being used as storage
units. Sel. Sawyer noted a pandoras box, if we ticket those, we have to for all the town. He
noted asking the police to let them know they cannot use them as storage units. TM Sullivan
noted he will raise that with the PD.
Sel. Bridle noted the problem going on for a long time. He discussed having cars moved
every week or two weeks. There was general discussion on timeframes and permission from
the owners.
Chairman Waddell noted a new link on the website regarding where residents can park. TM
Sullivan reiterated thanks to all those helping to get parking going and that revenue is up.

IX.

New Business
1. Seaborne Condominium Association
a Permission to use the Town parking lot (Ocean Blvd &Cusack Road) for an
extended time period
TM Sullivan discussed the request.
Sel. Sawyer asked the timeframe. Sel. Bridle noted the request says August and stated it
would have to be after Labor Day. Sel. Sawyer noted after Seafood Fest.
Chairman Waddell asked where they will park. TM Sullivan reiterated the location, noting
they need overnight parking.
Sel. Bridle MOTIONED to APPROVE the Seaborne Condominium Association to use the
Town parking lot (Ocean Blvd &Cusack Road) for an extended time period, after the date of
Sept. 12th, SECONDED by Sel. Sawyer.
TM Sullivan noted special requests are frequent. There was continued discussion.
VOTE: 4-0-0
TM Sullivan discussed a parking request from a family whose grandparents are residents. He
asked the board’s direction.
Sel. Bridle noted if similar to the special parking for healthcare personnel, he can see that,
but he cannot see giving it to multiple people. TM Sullivan agreed and said he would pass
that on.

X.

Closing Comments - None
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XI.

Adjournment
Sel. Bridle MOTIONED to adjourn the meeting., SECONDED by Sel. Rage. VOTE: 4-0-0

James Waddell, Chairman
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