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Town of Hampton

March 7, 2022
Posted:

Library, Town Offices, Town website

7:00 p.m.

Board of Selectmen’s Room

PRESENT:

Russell Bridle, Chairman
Chuck Rage, Vice-chairman
Regina Barnes, Selectman
James Waddell, Selectman
Richard Sawyer, Selectman
Jamie Sullivan, Town Manager

SALUTE TO THE FLAG
Chairman Bridle asked for a moment of silence for the passing of State Rep. Renny Cushing.
I.

Public Comment [Time limitation of three (3) minutes]

Linda McGrath, 8 6th Street, discussed the Covid pandemic and asked who profits. She
discussed a Pfizer report that was released. She noted some of the findings of the report. She
discussed no longer being a Walmart pharmacist. She discussed vaccines for children. She
discussed taking money and journalistic ethics. She encouraged everyone to do their
homework.
Angela Skinner, 8 6th Street. She noted the last time she was in; she discussed a selectperson
debate. She commented there has been no debate. She discussed a candidate who
announced she was running and has a website. She discussed the positives of a debate and
getting to know candidates and their qualifications. She commented on knowing Sel. Barnes
and discussed rising gas prices. She noted her appreciation for Sel. Barnes.
Phil Bean, resident, commented with his thanks to each and every Board member for serving.
He noted standing with people with signs and supporting the school district. He offered good
luck to everyone running and stated thanks for putting their name on the ballot and thanks for
all they do.
Joe Torelli, 144 Woodland Road, discussed a notice of trespass he delivered to the Board.
He read part of the notice. He noted all the different agencies that received notice. He
discussed meeting with the Department of Justice. He discussed the deliberative session and
speaking from the lectern of the public as opposed to the lectern of the moderator who is
authority. He discussed a neighbor’s letter to the Board that was read publicly and
encouraged people to watch that.
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II.

Announcements and Community Calendar

Sel. Sawyer offered condolences to the Cushing family.
Sel. Barnes echoed that. She announced to let the public know she attended the tour of the
property the Conservation Commission is trying to purchase. She described the property and
noted the benefit to Hampton to purchase. She encouraged people to get out and vote.
Sel. Waddell offered his condolences to the Cushing’s and discussed Renny and Fred Rice
marching in the Christmas parade. He offered good luck to all the candidates tomorrow and
thanked people for putting their name on the ballot. He discussed political signs on public
property, hoping to get back to being just on private property.
Sel. Rage also offered condolences. He encouraged people to vote and to make up their own
mind.
Chairman Bridle agreed with the sentiments for Renny and shared a story of his mother being
Renny’s den mother. He offered condolences to the family of Pete Smith who was a police
officer in Hampton and passed last Friday. He encouraged all to get out and vote.
III.

Approval of Minutes

IV. Consent Agenda
1. Entertainment Licenses: Boardwalk Café, JB’s Seafood, McGuirk’s Ocean View
Sel. Barnes MOTIONED to APPROVE the Consent Agenda, SECONDED by Sel. Waddell.
VOTE: 5-0-0
V.

Appointments
1. Kelsea Carmichael, Anne Berg, Molly Derrigan, and Catey Selby
a UNH Innovation Scholars Group Climate Change and the Ocean project

Savannah Devo introduced herself, as well as Ms. Carmichael. She described the Innovation
Program at UNH. She discussed working on sunny day flooding.
Ms. Carmichael introduced herself to the Board and discussed a field trip to Hampton Beach
to see the sunny day flooding. She noted wanting to help. She discussed developing a flood
and temperature sensor to determine how frequent and severe the flooding is. She discussed
working with the DPW directors to determine the best place for the sensors which is Auburn
Ave. She discussed the process of placement. She discussed placing a weather station at the
top of the Hampton Police Station and the reasoning, it being a back up to the State Park.
Sel. Sawyer asked how the devices would be secured. Ms. Carmichael explained and
showed how the device would work. Sel. Sawyer noted placement looked like it would be on
private property, and the answer was it will just be public land.
Sel. Barnes noted it looks interesting and confirmed they will collect data for two weeks.
She asked about reading the results and Ms. Carmichael explained that process.
Sel. Waddell noted is sounds good and confirmed they are working with DPW, and the
answer was yes. He asked about coordinating with other committees. Ms. Devo explained
that process.
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Sel. Rage noted his hope to get a bullock report and that it is exciting.
Sel. Sawyer MOTIONED to authorize the UNH Innovation Scholars Group to implement the
Climate Change and the Ocean project on flooding, and work closely with DPW,
SECONDED by Sel. Barnes. VOTE: 5-0-0
2. Jen Hale, DPW Director
a Solid Waste Agreement 160-162 Ashworth Avenue
Dir. Hale discussed the cart policy and the grandfathered properties. She noted the Regal
being left off the grandfathered list in error. She is asking the Board for permission to enact
an agreement with them.
Sel. Rage MOTIONED to authorize the DPW to enter into this SW Agreement for 160-162
Ashworth Avenue based on the existing service being provided for the collection of
seventeen carts that was in place prior to the approval of the current Cart and Collection
Policy. This property was not on the list of “Parcels with more than 10 Carts” dated
05/22/20, SECONDED by Sel. Sawyer.
Sel. Barnes noted she will agree as they are currently getting the trash pick. She discussed
that the Board should consider doing a per cart charge for anything over ten.
VOTE: 5-0-0
b

Administrative Order on Consent - Copper limits

Dir. Hale discussed the discharge permit issued by the EPA. She read the permit, describing
allowable higher limits as well. She discussed continuously working with DEA on a copper
reduction plan and schedule. She noted financial impacts are unknown. She noted this is not
a directive, something we are consenting to.
Sel. Waddell noted currently we are not in compliance and the answer was correct. He asked
if the upgrades to the WWTP would help, and the answer was no. Dir. Hale noted the study
will look at alternatives and discussed dilution. Sel. Waddell asked where the copper comes
from, and the answer was the pipes and water sources. TM Sullivan noted levels are high
before it even comes to us. Dir. Hale discussed drinking water limits. She noted DES and
EPA are working with us. She noted this is good for the Town and options moving forward.
Sel. Barnes asked if the implementation is filtering the copper out. Dir. Hale stated yes. Dir.
Hale also discussed the chemical economy and getting the equipment we may need and noted
we have extensions in that event. Sel. Barnes asked if we have more copper now than 2003,
and the answer was no, it has remained much the same.
Sel. Waddell asked what the health risk is. Dir. Hale explained this is for estuary. Sel.
Barnes clarified the limit for drinking water is higher than this and the answer was correct.
TM Sullivan noted he wanted to recognize the work Dir. Hale and her team have done on this
and every aspect of it. He stated he highly recommends approving this.
Sel. Waddell MOTIONED to authorize the Town Manager to execute the Administrative
Order on Consent - Copper limits, SECONDED by Sel. Rage. VOTE: 5-0-0
c

Proposed Memorandum of Understanding with SEIU 1984
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Dir. Hale discussed the wastewater staffing shortage issue. She noted that some of the
applicants are not qualified and others we fear are walking away because of the pay. She
discussed going to the SEA and asking if they will raise the pay based on experience for two
positions. They are asking the Board to concur and read from the memorandum.
Sel. Waddell MOTIONED to authorize the Town Manager to execute the proposed
Memorandum of Understanding with SEIU 1984, SECONDED by Sel. Rage. VOTE: 5-0-0
d

ARPA funding Grants through NHDES

Dir. Hale discussed ARPA funding, noting the grant process. She discussed the horizontal
asset management and noted a warrant for the vertical assets. She noted preapplications for
many projects. She stated she was here to ask for the Board’s authority to apply for the
grants and then the authority for the Town Manager to execute, noting it is a requirement of
the funding.
Sel. Rage MOTIONED to authorize the Director of Public Works (Jennifer Hale) to complete
the Certificate of Vote of Authorization for the grant related to the Vertical Asset
Management and authorize the Town Manager James Sullivan to execute any documents
which may be necessary to effectuate the grant agreement, SECONDED by Sel. Sawyer.
Sel. Barnes noted that the Town Manager is to execute documents and asked if would be
coming back to the Board. Dir. Hale noted it is up to them and discussed the grants further
noting some funding amounts. She discussed everything is timeline oriented.
Sel. Sawyer asked that by state law, would it have to come back to the Board. TM Sullivan
noted if over $10,000.00. There was general discussion of procedures and timeframe and
being compliant with the law.
VOTE: 4-0-1 (Barnes abstain)
Sel. Waddell MOTIONED to authorize the Director of Public Works (Jennifer Hale) to
complete the Certificate of Vote of Authorization for the grant related to the Planning Study
for Sludge Management and authorize the Town Manager James Sullivan to execute any
documents which may be necessary to effectuate the grant agreement, SECONDED by Sel.
Sawyer.
VOTE: 4-0-1 (Barnes abstain)
Sel. Rage MOTIONED to authorize the Director of Public Works (Jennifer Hale) to complete
the Certificate of Vote of Authorization for the grant related to the Phase II Wastewater
Treatment Plant Improvements and authorize the Town Manager James Sullivan to execute
any documents which may be necessary to effectuate the grant agreement, SECONDED by
Sel. Sawyer.
Dir. Hale described the funding amount.
Sel. Barnes asked about this coming back to the Board. Dir. Hale discussed how this is
dependent on the vote tomorrow.
VOTE: 4-0-1 (Barnes abstain)
Sel. Waddell MOTIONED to authorize the Director of Public Works (Jennifer Hale) to
complete the Certificate of Vote of Authorization for the grant related to the Critical Flood
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Risk Infrastructure Grant Program and authorize the Town Manager James Sullivan to
execute any documents which may be necessary to effectuate the grant agreement,
SECONDED by Sel. Sawyer.
Sel. Barnes asked a price on this one. Dir. Hale explained the funds for all towns and the
projects for which she is applying.
VOTE: 4-0-1 (Barnes abstain)
VI. Town Manager’s Report
1. We received the report from the final hearing on the PUC issue for Wiggin Way. It
will be moving forward.
2. We have received from Planning, a piece of legislation that is of concern, HB 1177,
and is regarding number of units.
3. Tomorrow is the vote; we encourage all to come out to vote.
Sel. Waddell noted we should take a good look at HB 1177 and explained further the four
items allowed on one lot.
Sel. Barnes noted that this and the Housing Appeals Board should be opposed and asked the
Town Manager to send a letter of opposition including SB 249. She discussed a bill to repeal
the Housing Appeals Board, #1216. She recommended supporting this bill.
Sel. Waddell MOTIONED to APPROVE the Town Manager, James Sullivan, the
AUTHORITY to write letters of opposition in response to any Legislation that would
ERODE local authority, SECONDED by Sel. Barnes.
Sel. Rage asked for clarification and TM Sullivan explained.
Sel. Barnes explained in further detail.
VOTE: 5-0-0
VII. Old Business
Sel. Barnes discussed the remonstrance that was served to them and had been discussed
during public comments. She noted the person who file has been working with Sec. Gardner,
his name being Daniel Richard, noting his knowledge of the state constitution. She discussed
another remonstrance that he filed. She discussed the Marigold Coffee Club and their
request of the Board to get rid of the machines. She noted it is her hope that at the polls
tomorrow, we can do the right thing. She noted hoping that nothing is filed against Hampton
in the future.
Sel. Sawyer agreed with Sel. Barnes that Daniel Richard is intelligent, and noted he was at
the Sheriff’s office last week. He discussed the process of serving notice and the Sheriff’s
role in it. He noted serving papers as such can be misinterpreted. He discussed the Court’s
role and time issues. He noted he believes this is an issue we will continue to deal with.
VIII. New Business
Sel. Barnes discussed a typo in the Town report regarding the budget amount.
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Sel. Barnes asked Sel. Rage who would be the contact to book the Seashell Stage. Sel. Rage
note Harbor Agency for entertainment, anything else would go through state parks.
Sel. Rage discussed the voting of abstention. He noted he thinks there should be reasoning to
vote that way and gave examples. Sel. Sawyer noted thinking it is state law. There was
general discussion. Sel. Rage noted going forward a reason should be given.
IX. Closing Comments
There was general discussion on all to vote tomorrow.
X.

Adjournment

Sel. Waddell MOTIONED to adjourn the meeting., SECONDED by Sel. Rage. VOTE: 50-0

Russell Bridle, Chairman
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