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Town of Hampton

February 14, 2022
Posted:

Library, Town Offices, Town website

7:00 p.m.

Board of Selectmen’s Room

SALUTE TO THE FLAG
PRESENT:

Russell Bridle, Chairman
Charles Rage, Vice-chairman
Regina Barnes, Selectman
James Waddell, Selectman
Richard Sawyer, Selectman
Kristi Pulliam, Finance Director

Sel. Sawyer MOTIONED TO APPROVE Sel. Barnes to participate remotely, SECONDED
by Sel. Rage. Vote: 3-1-0 (Waddell)
I.

Public Hearing Pursuant to RSA 31:95-b,III (a) to take testimony from those who wish
to be heard concerning the following: To apply for, accept, and expend unanticipated
monies in amounts of $10,000 or more from the following agencies in 2022: The Davis
Conservation Foundation, and The Fields Pond Foundation

Finance Director Pulliam explained the grants and process.
Chairman Bridle opened public hearing.
Sel. Waddell noted a good idea to take it.
Chairman Bridle closed public hearing.
Sel. Waddell MOTIONED to apply for, accept, and expend unanticipated monies in amounts
of $10,000 or more from The Davis Conservation Foundation, and The Fields Pond
Foundation, SECONDED by Sel. Barnes.
Sel. Barnes asked for clarification on the amounts and Dir. Pulliam noted the motion for
$10,000.00 or more.
Roll call vote: Chairman Bridle: yes, Vice-chairman Rage: yes, Sel. Waddell: yes, Sel.
Sawyer: yes, Sel. Barnes: yes. VOTE: 5-0-0.
II.

Public Comment [Time limitation of three (3) minutes]

Linda McGrath, 8 6th Street, noted she had a letter sent to her she would like to read. Sel.
Sawyer asked if the person who sent the letter was a resident or taxpayer. Ms. McGrath
answered yes. She read the letter. (Note: the letter discussed the Town Moderator and the
Deliberative Session)
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Jessica Dekuck, 428 Lafayette Road, she noted she had questions and read some information
regarding Dominion voting systems which related to an article about not releasing
information on the systems. She noted the board should address the reasoning before putting
the system into place.
Name inaudible, 6th Street, she noted the upcoming election and two people running for the
board seat and has not heard anything about a debate.
III.

Announcements and Community Calendar

Sel. Waddell noted debates are set up by outside agencies. The was general discussion on
previous candidate’s nights held.
Chairman Bridle noted he has received questions regarding rides to the polls. He gave a
number to call if a ride is needed. (603-396-9295)
Sel. Barnes asked if the union is not doing it again. Chairman Bridle noted that past times
they have received no calls. She noted the Deliberative a couple of weeks ago with people
active and participating. Chairman Bridle noted he counted 70 people there. She thanked the
school for the use of the gym.
IV. Approval of Minutes
1. January 24, 2022 & January 31, 2022
Sel. Waddell MOTIONED to APPROVE the January 24, 2022 &the January 31, 2022,
Minutes, SECONDED by Sel. Sawyer. VOTE: 5-0-0
V.

Consent Agenda
1. 2021-03 “Supplemental” 2021 Property Tax Warrant
2. Santiago’s 20 Depot Square request for Letter of No Objection for outside service
under RSA 178:21 On Premises Beverage and Liquor License
3. Raffle Permit: Hampton Area Chamber of Commerce multiple dates in 2022

Sel. Waddell MOTIONED to APPROVE the Consent Agenda with the removal of #2 for
discussion, SECONDED by Sel. Rage. VOTE: 5-0-0
Discussion was opened for #2.
Sel. Waddell asked for clarification because we discussed not approving on sidewalks. Dir.
Pulliam noted doing some research and the board will be approving the use of alcohol only,
the planning board will approve the outside use. She noted that the business is aware of that
procedure.
Sel. Sawyer noted he thinks this is out of sequence, the business should be approved by the
planning board first. There was general discussion of the process.
Sel. Sawyer MOTIONED to APPROVE #2 of the Consent Agenda contingent upon
approval by the Planning Board, SECONDED by Sel. Waddell.
After a phone issue, Sel. Barnes noted she is for it.
VOTE: 5-0-0
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VI. Appointments
1. Jen Hale, DPW Director & Joseph Lynch, DPW Deputy Director
a Departmental Update
Dir. Hale noted it has been a while since the last quarterly. She discussed staffing, noting
departures, hires, promotions, transfers, and vacancies. She discussed awards and bids,
noting those awarded last year, pending bids and future bids. She discussed the Sun Valley
Force Main project, noting the new bridge and discussed that DOT will be rolling the costs
into their project costs. She discussed we will still have minimal obligations when
considering the entire project. She discussed the agreement process with Seabrook. She
noted there is no current update on the 1A project.
She discussed there have been some updates with the Hampton Seabrook Greenway. She
discussed the drainage issue for Hampton and noted funding approved.
She discussed the tree warden, and the significant backlog of trees to be looked at. She
discussed creating a plan with perhaps outside assistance.
She discussed the WWTP, which is under full swing. She discussed the percentage
completed and highlighted where we are in the process, noting effects due to weather. Dir.
Hale noted further information is online when the update is posted on the website tomorrow.
(Note: find under Department of Public Works page, click on Project Information, and then
Reports to the Board of Selectmen)
She discussed the King’s Highway Drainage System project, the survey work completed and
design work underway. She discussed the mitigation work being done. She discussed fire
prevention at DPW. She discussed two ARPA grants that have been received, one for asset
management, and one for solids handling.
She discussed operations, noting 2 household hazardous waste events in 2021 with two more
scheduled for 2022. She discussed asset management, noting service calls and work orders,
as well as permitting. She discussed Highway Operations, highlighting potholes and paving,
Vehicle Maintenance Operations, highlighting equipment issues, and Sewer and Drain
Operations, highlighting work completed.
She discussed WWTP Operations, highlighting testing and permit processes. She discussed
an old permit issue regarding copper and new storm water permitting.
She discussed chemical contracts and increasing costs. She noted summary numbers in the
report that will be posted. She discussed normal operations at the transfer station. She
highlighted the textile program, discussed clearing snow tomorrow night, and reiterated the
pothole issue. She noted a UNH project that is in process and that they will get more detail
on that later.
Sel. Barnes thanked Dir. Hale. She noted the positions that haven’t been filled, with two
more on a warrant article, and asked if the thought was, they would be filled by spring and
summer, and the answer was yes. She reiterated the NH DOT putting the sewer line as part
of the bridge project. Dir. Hale noted it is a very big deal, a costly expense. Sel. Barnes note
the sewer and drain employees working out of the trailer and asked if that is a part of the
upgrade. Dir. Hale noted it is related and temporary and noted the CIP. Sel. Barnes asked
about the BOD and the total septage going down, and the answer was the result of
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construction. She noted the percentages of trash going up and recycling going down and
hoped for a way to get those to more recycling. Dir. Hale mentioned the change in what is
considered trash and what is considered recycling in the last few years.
Sel. Sawyer noted the potholes. Dir. Hale noted the hiring of someone to help and discussed
them being overwhelming and noted a plan. He asked if the majority are on High and
Winnacunnet streets, and the answer was yes. He commented that the project on High St.
needs to get done or we will be right back in the same situation next year. He discussed the
petition article for Winnacunnet, and the need for fixing it in totality. He urged voters to vote
for the High Street project and discussed possibly voting for the petition article and gave his
reasoning. He discussed frustration of “kicking the can down the road”.
Sel. Waddell noted he agreed with Sel. Sawyer on his reasonings for High and Winnacunnet
streets. He discussed Rt. 1A and asked about when it is done, have we agreed to maintain the
sidewalks. Dir. Hale noted there is not an agreement as of yet. He asked if communication
is staying open. Dir. Hale noted the state has been great to work with, and the focus has been
on the bridge, and more information is needed, with emails ongoing. He asked about being
kept up to date with the drainage at the Greenway. Dir. Hale noted the are communicating
and working on completing the design. He asked what happens if Phase 2 of the warrant
article for WWTP does not pass. Dir. Hale noted the can would be kicked down the road and
explained the process of the phases, noting a revolving facility plan and a risk of permit
violation. There was general discussion on the importance of the plan going forward and of
the funding plans. Sel. Waddell thanked her for the report and staying on top of all of it.
Sel. Rage commented on seeing everyone out there working every day. He discussed the
road projects and asked if the Winnacunnet petition passes, how long would it be before we
have to go and tear that all apart. Dir. Hale discussed the process and described at length
what happens when you don’t deal with the infrastructure that is underneath, highlighting
that the infrastructure continues to age no matter what is on top of it. He asked if the petition
passes, is it all of Winnacunnet Rd., or are there areas that are bad underneath we can hold
off on. There was general discussion on the article and Dir. Hale stated her understanding of
it and the intent.
Chairman Bridle mentioned a valve that has come off one of the water company’s shutoffs.
He asked if there was a bin for the textiles at the transfer station and the answer was no, it is
remote pickup. He asked about getting the outside edges of the parking lot cleaned up and
the answer was, we hire someone to do night snow removal, and then we will do that. They
discussed giving notice to people to move their cars.
VII. Town Manager’s Report
1. To follow up on Jen's report on the State Bridge project, the emergency use
agreement with Seabrook is currently being reviewed by legal.
2. Covid numbers are dropping. Hampton active cases as of 2/11/22 was 46.
3. Last week we had issues with roof leaking. This is a topic discussed with the board in
the past. We had a vendor out last week to provide some options for repair. Jamie
will bring a proposal to the board in the coming weeks.
4. Eversource will be conducting vegetation management work in our right of way, the
power line corridor.
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VIII. Old Business
Sel. Barnes discussed a senior’s meeting with the town manager and the Rec. Dept. and that
it was well received. She asked about notices on Channel 22 for the absentee ballots and
town reports. Dir. Pulliam noted as soon as the town clerk puts forth the information, they
will put a slide on Channel 22. Sel. Barnes asked about the number for a ride to the polls.
Dir. Pulliam confirmed with the chairman and noted they will do that also.
IX. New Business
None
X.

Closing Comments

Sel. Sawyer spoke regarding the deliberative session and our moderator. He referenced
someone’s view on it earlier, and noted his take is different. He noted he was there and
commented on the composure and consideration of a member of public service we have been
blessed with, and how he was challenged with people that weren’t that. He noted how the
public servant was dignified and did not let the meeting roll into areas it shouldn’t. He
commented that Bob Casassa is an amazing individual, and we need more like him in
government. He noted it is not that we disagree, but how we disagree, that makes the
difference. He encouraged all to watch the meeting for themselves and see how Mr. Casassa
conducts himself.
Chairman Bridle noted he agreed totally. He commented he heard this week that some aren’t
happy the police are looking for more manpower. He noted the many times the Chief has
discussed the need. He discussed the need for firefighters was a part of the study that was
done. He highlighted they were put in with thoughtful consideration of what the town needs.
He encouraged people to do their homework before voting.
XI. RSA 91-A:3,II,(c),(e) Nonpublic Session
At 8:13 p.m. Sel. Waddell MOTIONED to enter into a nonpublic session under RSA 91A:3,II,(c) Reputation, (e) Litigation , SECONDED by Sel. Sawyer.
Roll call vote: Chairman Bridle: yes, Vice-chairman Rage: yes, Sel. Waddell: yes, Sel.
Sawyer: yes, Sel. Barnes: yes. VOTE: 5-0-0.
PRESENT:

Russell Bridle, Chairman
Charles Rage, Vice-chairman
Regina Barnes, Selectman
James Waddell, Selectman
Richard Sawyer, Selectman
Kristi Pulliam, Finance Director
Ed Tinker, MRI Contract Assessor

Nonpublic session minutes [sealed]
At 8:30 p.m., a MOTION was made by Sel. Waddell, SECONDED by Sel. Rage to leave the
nonpublic session, and to reconvene the public session.
Roll call vote: Vice-chairman Rage: yes, Sel. Waddell: yes, Sel. Sawyer: yes, Sel. Barnes:
yes, Chairman Bridle: yes. VOTE: 5-0-0
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At 8:32 p.m., back in public session, Sel. Waddell MOTIONED to seal the minutes of the
nonpublic session, SECONDED by Sel. Barnes on the basis that disclosure of the minutes of
the nonpublic session could jeopardize the actions to be taken and affect adversely the
reputation of persons other than a member of the Board.
Roll call vote: Chairman Bridle: yes, Vice-chairman Rage: yes, Sel. Waddell: yes, Sel.
Sawyer: yes, Sel. Barnes: yes. VOTE: 5-0-0
XII. Adjournment
At 8:33 p.m. Sel. Waddell MOTIONED to adjourn the meeting., SECONDED by Sel. Rage.
VOTE: 5-0-0
Russell Bridle, Chairman
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