Hampton Town Forest Committee
Draft Minutes
Tuesday, January 28, 2020
Present:		Jay Diener, HCC Chair
			Barbara Renaud, HCC Vice-Chair
			Pete Tilton
			Diane Shaw
			Pat Swank
			Deborah Wrobel
			Anthony Curro, HCC Alternate

Also Present:	Rayann Dionne, Conservation Coordinator
			Tree Warden Chris Jacobs, DPW
			Gayle Omalley

I.  	Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order by Chair Diener at 8:12 PM in the Town Hall Selectmen’s Meeting Room.  
II.  	New Business:
1.  Review signage at the entrance to White’s Lane and Jonty’s Lane
Mr. Curro indicated the kiosk has basic information until final.  Mr. Tilton indicated the right-of-way off Munsey was not on it.
2.  Review and discuss the trail network
Ms. Dionne provided a copy of the map which the summer intern walked.  D=developed.  Orange is not owned.  Ms. Dionne indicated the three in the center left had a round of letters sent out to the owners in an attempt to get discussions going about acquiring those parcels to unify the parcels they have.
Ms. Dionne urged the Committee to review the map and think about what they want to keep or restore.  The UNH Cooperative Extension can identify habitats that trails should avoid.
3.  Propose potential spring clean-up dates
Ms. Dionne asked the Committee to consider dates for spring clean up.  Earth Day is April 22nd which is a Wednesday.  There is a Site Walk on the 25th, it could be done the Saturday before or following the Site Walk.  The Committee would like to do it on the 25th after the Site Walk weather permitting.
Mr. Curro recommended the Committee consider allowing volunteers on their own time to remove invasive species by hand.  The Committee recommended not having this done by anyone alone without approval of the Committee first.


4.  Discuss creating points of interest
Ms. Dionne indicated there is a frog pond and a big vernal pool.  Mr. Tilton indicated the potato field area.  There could be places for picnicking or picking blueberries, a wildflower section behind the Victory Garden area.
III.  	Other Business
Conservation Chair Updates:
HCC Chair Diener recommended the Committee consider creating a subcommittee to meet as needed.  Mr. Tilton expressed an interest in helping with the sub-committee rather than the NRI.  Mr. Curro, Mr. Diener and Gayle were interested.
Conservation Coordinator Updates:
1.  Bike Activity at Town Forest
Ms. Dionne provided the Committee with a video concerning activity such a bike ramps and jumps which were taking place at the Town Forest.  Ms. Dionne indicated the two big bumps are new and thre is a big hole.  Mr. Tilton noted a hunter encountered that hole while hunting in the dark.  Ms. Dionne recommended it be brought to the attention of the Town Attorney, the Town Manager and the Tree Warden so that steps can be taken to remedy the problem so the Town will not be liable if someone is hurt.
Ms. Dionne polled the Committee to see what it would like to see happen there and who should do the work.
HCC Chair Diener met with the teenagers who were creating the terrain alterations without permission and they tried to tell him and Mr. Tilton on another occasion they had permission from the Conservation Commission to do this work and they did not.  No one has come to the Conservation Commission seeking such approvals.  In addition to the video, pictures were taken and the teenagers names were obtained.  The teenagers were told to restore the site and have not.  The DPW could fix the site before summer when it would be more difficult and it would be up to the Select Board to direct the work be done.  Mr. Jacobs expressed concern that overtime the area will turn to mud and become a non-jurisdictional wetland.  Ms. Dionne met with Gus’ Bike Shop where one or more of the teenagers is employed and may visit the shop again and questions whether the Town Attorney should become involved.
MOTION:   Mr. Tilton motioned to provide the opportunity to restore the jumps to the ones who 
	       created them no later than May 1st and if unsuccessful to have the Town Attorney 
	       draft a letter for review by the Committee prior to sending.  HCC Vice-Chair Renaud 
                   recommended adding the RSA wording for passive recreation to that letter.

SECOND:  Ms. Shaw seconded the motion

VOTING:  6-0-1 (HCC Chair Diener abstained)			MOTION PASSED

Mr. Curro inquired about whether a designated area should be provided for this sort of activity.  The convenience factor of the Town Forest being close by is probably a consideration.  There is a parcel owned by Recreation known as the Campbell parcel that could be used.  It would be in the prevue of the Recreation Commission to work on this.  Ms. Wrobel agreed Recreation knows the ins and outs of the liability associated with providing the activity.  A meeting with Recreation could be included in the next steps.
Vice-Chair Renaud indicated the Town Forest parcel is not intended for mountain bike terrain but for wildlife and passive recreation and agrees it is not the prevue of the Conservation Commission to provide sports venues.
Ms. Dionne indicated the teeth of enforcement could be in the RSA and will go back and read the intention of passive recreation.  Ms. Dionne indicated methods of deterring reconstruction of the mounds should be considered and working with Gus’s Bike Shop.  Loam and seeding the area of restoration could be part of spring clean-up.
Mr. Tilton added that he was troubled to find someone out there with a chain saw and when questioned he didn’t know whose land he was on.
[bookmark: _GoBack]IV.	Adjourn
Mr. Curro motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:04 PM seconded by Ms. Wrobel.  With all in favor, the meeting adjourned at 9:09 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy J. Hoijer,
Recording Secretary
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