Hampton Conservation Commission
Draft Minutes
Tuesday, January 28, 2020

Present:		Jay Diener, Chair
			Barbara Renaud, Vice-Chair
			Pete Tilton
			Diane Shaw
			Pat Swank
			Anthony Curro, Alternate
			Deborah Wrobel, Alternate

Also Present:	Rayann Dionne, Conservation Coordinator
			Keith Lessard, Planning Board

I.  	Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order by Chair Diener at 7:00 PM in the Town Hall Selectmen’s Meeting Room.  Chair Diener noted Alternates Anthony Curro and Deborah Wrobel would be active.
II.  	Review Minutes
1. December 17, 2019
MOTION:	Ms. Swank motioned to approve the December 17, 2019 minutes, with the edits 			provided.
SECOND:	Mr. Curro seconded the motion.
VOTE:  4-0-3 (Chair Diener, Vice-Chair Renaud and		MOTION PASSED
                        Diane Shaw abstained)

III.	Appointments
IV. 	Applications
1.  58 Briar Road							Town Wetlands Permit
     Owner:  Susan Foster
     Agent:  Millennium Engineering Inc.

To retain the constructed front and porch stairs and HVAC pad which were not included in the 2017 Town Wetlands Permit approval along with the addition of a proposed generator pad.  A total of 58 new square feet of buffer impacts are proposed.

Ms. Dionne provided the Commission with a copy highlighted with the conditions reviewed that did not match what was approved.  Ms. Dionne indicated the front steps were not part of the original approval, or the porch steps.  There is an HVAC pad and a generator pad.  The driveway was to stop at the garage but extends into an area of crushed stone.  The original asphalt was broken up.  The previous permit just expired.  There is a garage doorway with no stairs Ms. Dionne pointed out would probably need stairs.

Ms. Dionne indicated the previous conditions included taking down the garage which has been done but the area has not been cleaned up.  There is a bit of a bowl where the garage was taken out which may require fill to bring up.  Vice-Chair Renaud recommended it be clear what the Commission wants to happen there such as a barrier to keep the cars from going back.  Ms. Shaw indicated she was in agreement and strongly favors a barrier which would keep snow removal from going straight back to the wetlands.

Ms. Dionne indicated there has not been a planting design received yet.  Ms. Dionne noted she
emailed Henry Boyd and has not received a response yet.  They may be willing to do plantings.  
Chair Diener indicated the Commission could move forward with what they want to propose and get input from the applicant.  If the applicant doesn’t accept the proposal they would have to come back.  A natural vegetative area could be behind the garage, and/or ground cover and shrubs in combination.  Ms. Dionne indicated the plantings should not be easy to rip out and provide a visual edge.

Ms. Dionne reviewed the area of impact which included 18 SF front steps, 20 SF porch steps and possibly steps off the garage in the 18-20 SF range.

Ms. Wrobel recommended reomoving construction debris, gravel at the end of driveway and other landscape debris and only level the garage slab area and stones or boulders to block the driveway (3’ rocks).  The rocks may need to be set back enough to allow snow removal while keeping a good distance out of the wetland.  The stone drip edge should not be used for storage especially of equipment containing fuel.  Ms. Shaw added there should be no fertilizer use in or near the buffer.

Vice-Chair Renaud recommended the area where the garage was not be lawn, no mowing.  A mix of groundcover, shrubs or ferns, a native planting plan.  The wetland edge plantings would be spaced at mature growth width to be touching to create a natural hedge.  

Ms. Dionne added the rear WCD marker could be relocated to the face of the stone.

Mr. Lessard asked about the areas where the generator and HVAC pads were and whether those areas should be lawn or stone.


MOTION:  Mr. Tilton motioned to approve with the planting and conditions specified.

SECOND:  Ms. Shaw seconded the motion
VOTE:  6-0-1 (Chair Diener abstained)				MOTION PASSED
V.  New Business
1.  RSA 41:14-a Proceedings – 4 2nd Street – Relief from Deed Restriction #4

MOTION:    Vice-Chair Renaud motioned to not oppose the request for relief from Deed
	         Restriction #4 for 4 2nd Street.
	        
SECOND:   Mr. Tilton seconded the motion

VOTING:    6-0-1 (Chair Diener abstained)				MOTION PASSED

2.  RSA 41:14-a Proceedings – 741 Ocean Blvd – Relief from Deed Restriction #4

Greg Ramsey is interested in having deed restriction #4 removed from the 1984 deed of the prior owner concerning the number of rooms and garages.  The number of bedrooms will be 3 with a one-car garage.  The Planning Board has approved and will require two public hearings before going to the Board of Selectmen.  This is outside the wetland conservation district and within impervious coverage allowance.

MOTION:   Mr. Tilton motioned to not oppose the request for relief from Deed
	       Restriction #4 for 741 Ocean Boulevard

SECOND:    Vice-Chair Renaud seconded the motion

VOTING:    6-0-1 (Chair Diener abstained)				MOTION PASSED

3.  PREP Piscataqua Region Monitoring Collaborative Request

Ms. Dionne asked the Commission if they would consider contributing to PREP which stands for Piscataqua Regions Estuaries Partnership.  https://prepestuaries.org/ The Commission indicated it supports contributions which would benefit the Hampton/Seabrook estuary.  Last year they contributed $1,000.   Ms. Dionne and Chair Diener indicated there is focus on salt marshes.  Water and seaweed quality are monitored which is beneficial.  Ms. Dionne indicated the data collected by Piscataqua Regional Monitoring Collaborative is valuable.

MOTION:    Mr. Tilton motioned to continue support at the same level as last year.

SECOND:    Ms. Swank seconded the motion

VOTING:   6-0-1 (Chair Diener abstained)				MOTION PASSED

4.  Coastal Hazards Master Plan Chapter - update

Ms. Dionne indicated there was a meeting with the consultant who was chosen for the Vision portion of the Master Plan.  The consultant will share his or her findings with the Commission.  There is funding for this from a grant with NHDES.  Some initial goals are questions of resources to look at and getting discussions moving with the community.



VI. Old Business
1.  2020 Warrant Articles
Ms. Dionne indicated Deliberative Session is Saturday, February 1st at 8:30 at Hampton Academy and encourages members to attend to show their support for zoning warrant articles and the $20,000 requested for the Conservation Commission fund.  There are hard copies of the Warrant Articles available online.
2.  Natural Resource Inventory
Ms. Dionne noted there is a sub-committee meeting on February 5, 2020 at 3 PM which will begin with reviewing the Master Plan and a meeting on February 19, 2020 with consultant, Alicia Stone.  Ms. Dionne indicated the Sunapee and Epping models could be used for coparison.
3.  HCC membership – alternatives
Chair Diener indicated Alternate Deb Wrobel could be moved up as a regular member of the Commission.
MOTION:    Mr. Tilton motioned to appoint Deb Wrobel as a regular member to the Hampton 
                    Conservation Commission.

SECOND:    Ms. Swank seconded the motion

VOTING:   6-0-1 (Chair Diener abstained)				MOTION PASSED

VII. Conservation Coordinator and Chair update
Ms. Dionne indicated the Commission could be interested in having Nathan, the summer intern work on other projects.
Chair Diener indicated the Estuary Management Plan is in its early stages with SHEA and will make a presentation with the Planning Board on February 19, 2020 and encourages the Commission to attend.
Ms. Dionne provided a handout of meeting dates.
Ms. Dionne indicated she had spoken with a property owner on Glade Path concerning flow-thru decking within 50’ of the wetland/road which may require a DES permit.  Ms. Dionne asked if the use of flow-thru decking would be considered a non-issue and if there should be plantings on the edge.  Chair Diener indicated it should be specified what will be underneath.
VIII.  Treasurer’s Report
Ms. Shaw presented the Treasurer’s report for the quarter ending December 31, 2019.  With one payment of $100 for the SHEA photo contest in October, the four accounts have a balance totaling approximately $120,000 with $83,000 in the Conservation Commission fund.
Ms. Shaw indicated a payment for this quarter of $390.00 for the Kiosk.
Water Service at Victory Garden
Ms. Dionne indicated Aquarion reached out about the water service at the Victory Garden to install a new water meter which will run year round and save about $140/yr. eliminating the annual turn-on fee.  
Rain Barrels
Ms. Dionne advised the students at Hampton Academy want the Committee to help prime the barrels.  
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MOTION:  Vice-Chair Renaud motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:12 PM.
SECOND:  Mr. Tilton econded the motion.

VOTE:  6-0-1 (Chair Diener abstained)                                                    MOTION PASSED

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy J. Hoijer,
Recording Secretary
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