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Town of Hampton

January 24, 2022
Posted:

Library, Town Offices, Town website

7:00 p.m.

Board of Selectmen’s Room

Chairman Bridle opened with a moment of silence for the passing of Desi Lanio.
SALUTE TO THE FLAG
PRESENT:

I.

Russell Bridle, Chairman
Charles Rage, Vice-chairman
Regina Barnes, Selectman
James Waddell, Selectman
Richard Sawyer, Selectman
Jamie Sullivan, Town Manager

Oath of Office Fire Department
Captain Matthew Cray
Lieutenant James Squires
The Captain and Lieutenant were introduced by Chief McMahon and sworn in by Town
Clerk Shirley Doheny.

II.

Public Hearing RSA 674:40-a Acceptance of
1. Labrador Lane
TM Sullivan gave the details of Labrador Lane, noting legal counsel and departments have
gone through. He asked if there were any public comments.
Sel. Sawyer MOTIONED to ACCEPT Labrador Lane under RSA 674:40-a as a Town Road,
and that the deed be filed as presented by counsel, SECONDED by Sel. Barnes.
VOTE: 5-0-0
Public Hearing was closed.
Two other public hearings moved to this time.

III.

RSA 41:14-a Second Hearing
1. 809 Ocean Blvd Map 197, Lot 37/1
Sel. Sawyer noted this is second hearing. Chairman Bridle noted it will be voted on at next
meeting.
Public Hearing closed.
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2. 16 River Avenue/7 Concord Street Map 296, Lot 92B
Atty. Tim Phoenix noted he and the owner were here if there were any questions.
Public Hearing closed.
Chairman Bridle noted it will be voted on at next meeting.
IV.

Public Comment [Time limitation of three (3) minutes]
Linda McGrath, 8 6th Street, discussed election integrity being a bi-partisan issue. She
discussed photo IDs for voting. She discussed absentee ballots and voter fraud, and she gave
examples of such. She discussed voting machines and auditing. She discussed recounts.
Joe Torelli, 144 Woodland Road, discussed Hampton using third party scanning machines.
He discussed the company LHS out of Salem and communities that use them. He discussed
accuracy, noting hand counting of ballots. He discussed the programing of machines and
source codes and noted oversite and audits. He discussed do we own the machines and that
we pay for technical support and noted the company Dominion. He discussed his experience
as a journalist covering elections overseas, and, noted absentee ballots for our military.

V.

Announcements and Community Calendar
Sel. Sawyer discussed what a tough day for the community in the passing of Desi.
Sel. Rage echoed Sel. Sawyer, noting Desi’s favorite saying, “It is only a movie”.
Sel. Barnes noted Desi’s passing, how long she has known him, and he will be missed.
Chairman Bridle discussed Desi, how much he did for the town, what a hole his passing
leaves in the town.

VI.

Approval of Minutes
Sel. Barnes asked to vote separately.
1. January 3, 2022
Sel. Barnes MOTIONED to APPROVE the minutes of January 3, 2022, SECONDED by
Sel. Waddell. VOTE: 5-0-0
2. January 10, 2022
Sel. Waddell MOTIONED to APPROVE the minutes of January 10, 2022, SECONDED by
Sel. Barnes. VOTE: 5-0-0
3. January 12, 2022
Sel. Barnes MOTIONED to APPROVE the minutes of January 12, 2022, With an edit on
page 2, adding the 2021 overlay was roughly $2 million dollars.
Sel. Sawyer MOTIONED to APPROVE the minutes of January 12, 2022, as Amended,
SECONDED by Sel. Barnes. VOTE: 5-0-0
4. January 13, 2022
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Sel. Barnes MOTIONED to APPROVE the minutes of January 13, 2022, SECONDED by
Sel. Waddell. VOTE: 5-0-0
VII.

Consent Agenda
1. Pole Petitions: AT& T 15 Keene Lane, 221 Woodland Road
2. 7 Towle Ave Permission for Knowles Tree Service work on Town property
3. 82 Island Path Letter of No Objection
TM Sullivan asked for #1 to be pulled. Chairman Bridle asked for a motion on #2 and #3.
Sel. Sawyer MOTIONED to APPROVE the Consent Agenda, #2 and #3, SECONDED by
Sel. Barnes. VOTE: 5-0-0
TM Sullivan discussed #1 and that it is contingent on permits and wants that addressed.
Sel. Barnes MOTIONED to APPROVE the Consent Agenda, #1 contingent upon applicable
permitting, SECONDED by Sel. Sawyer.
Sel. Barnes noted reaching out to the email writer asking if this were 5G and receiving the
answer that it is not.
VOTE: 5-0-0

VIII.

Appointments
1. Mary Blackwell, Welfare Administrator & Caitlin McGrath-Levesque, President/CoFounder
a Red’s Good Vibes

Ms. Blackwell introduced Ms. McGrath-Levesque, noting her work with people with food
insecurities. She noted a good opportunity for the Board to meet her and announced that last
month she was recognized as Granite Stater of the month by Sen. Hassan.
Chairman Bridle asked Ms. McGrath-Levesque to explain her program. She discussed the
non-profit started by her and her siblings as a completely free food truck. She discussed the
building of the truck, funding, and that Hampton was their first event. She discussed the
number of free meals they serve and the towns they service. She noted they are licensed and
permitted.
Sel. Waddell commented that they are doing a great job and a great service and thank you
very much. She thanked Hampton for giving them their start and opening doors for them.
Sel. Barnes noted meeting her and they were at the church parking lot, and it was great. Ms.
McGrath-Levesque noted working with Gather, the food pantry. Sel. Barnes noted the Board
allowing the use of the lot in the village district.
TM Sullivan noted a motion and discussed watching the process and the superb work they do
and noted Mary working in connection with them on folks who may be in need.
Sel. Barnes asked about seniors looking for food to be brought to them. Ms. McGrathLevesque noted they do not have a delivery service, but noted they are a food truck, and they
can move to where there may be a better place for access. She discussed the possibility of
working with volunteers that may deliver. TM Sullivan noted seniors who are more mobile
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picking up meals for others. Ms. McGrath-Levesque noted they ask for no qualifications, it
is a free program for all.
Sel. Rage noted seeing them and the excitement about the program and offered anything we
can do.
Sel. Sawyer thanked her for coming in and the explanation of what they do. Ms. McGrathLevesque discussed connecting personally and the whole community becoming family.
Chairman Bridle noted being to a number of their locations, noting a good program and
discussed delivery as a service. He asked if they are looking for storage. Ms. McGrathLevesque discussed their second food truck, and their storage needs and a need for a home
base. They discussed the exact need. TM Sullivan asked how people could donate and the
answer was their Facebook page or website at redsgoodvibes.com. Ms. McGrath-Levesque
noted donations cannot be accepted while they are actively serving.
TM Sullivan discussed a motion.
Chairman Bridle MOTIONED to APPROVE, under town ordinance 628:10&11, to allow
Red’s Good Vibes to operate their events on Feb. 3rd, 17th, and Mar. 3rd, or any alternative
dates arranged with the town manager’s office, SECONDED by Sel. Waddell.
Sel. Barnes asked about where they will be. TM Sullivan discussed in accordance with the
ordinance, they will be at the village district parking lot. Sel. Barnes and Ms. McGrathLevesque discussed dates.
Chairman Bridle asked about more dates and TM Sullivan noted it is open ended.
Sel. Barnes clarified it is just for Red’s.
Sel. Sawyer noted no problem, as long as coordinated with the town manager’s office.
VOTE: 5-0-0
2. Bart Fromuth, Freedom Energy
a Net Metering
Mr. Fromuth introduced Jack Martell. He discussed the opportunity previously discussed
under HB 315 regarding net metering. He discussed the community hydro plan program. He
discussed natural gas and hydro energy rates and noted approaching the town manager and
Sel. Barnes with partnering with some hydro dams behind the Unitil utility district. He noted
a phenomenal opportunity for the town and described. He discussed the drawback of being
in only one net metering program at a time, and, discussed solar program differences.
Sel. Waddell asked if the net rebate is the surplus produced and the answer was a
remuneration from Unitil. He asked if it added anything to the consumer’s rate. Mr.
Fromuth discussed a possible positive or negative due to where Unitil bought and explained.
He discussed long-term purchasing. Sel. Waddell noted he is all for that and for green
energy but does not want to add to residential costs. TM Sullivan discussed and noted other
communities jumping in. Mr. Fromuth discussed the limited amount of hydro in the area.
Sel. Barnes noted having Unitil, but, going through a third party because it is cheaper. She
asked, what is the difference between natural gas and hydro power. Mr. Fromuth noted it
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depends upon the market and explained. He discussed these concerns addressed when
legislation was passed.
Sel. Waddell noted he would like to see facts and figures. TM Sullivan recommended
getting a contract sheet with legal to look at and get further information. Consensus was to
do that.
Sel. Barnes discussed wanting to know the differences and noted solar. TM Sullivan further
discussed the opportunity. Mr. Fromuth noted the paper trail of the program.
3. Chief Hobbs & Deputy Chief Reno, Police Department
a Stanton Grant and Donation KP
Chief Hobbs noted Mr. Carpentier joining him. He read a letter from Mr. Carpentier
regarding the gift of a kennel for the police department’s K9 program and spoke of
Middleton lumber’s donation of materials and transport and value of the total donations. The
Chief discussed it a critical need for the program. The Chief expressed his appreciation for
Mr. Carpentier and the donation.
Sel. Sawyer MOTIONED to APPROVE the Acceptance of the Donation for the K9, with
thanks, SECONDED by Sel. Barnes. VOTE: 5-0-0
The Board thanked Mr. Carpentier and discussed permits.
b

Department Update

The Chief noted the Board had a copy of the yearly update. He discussed personnel changes
throughout the year and listed all of them. He discussed awards that officers had received
during the year. He discussed civilian personnel. He discussed continued staffing issues and
calls for service, noting DWI increased percentages and reasoning. He discussed summer at
the beach and thanked all agencies that assisted. He noted 2021 was the start of the K9
program and discussed. He discussed other funding received. He discussed police activity
levels, comparing 2020 to 2021.
Sel. Sawyer asked, are we are not expecting any part time officers due to the academy being
cancelled. The Chief discussed the cancellation of the academy. Sel. Sawyer asked how
many part-time officers we currently have, and the answer was 19. They discussed what we
may have for the summer. Sel. Sawyer noted he brought up due to warrant article of two
additional officers and the need for personnel, noting the department severely understaffed.
He encouraged people to vote for the extra personnel in all departments to maintain the level
of excellence in service people are used to.
Sel. Barnes discussed the part timers, noting the decline happening before the academy
issues. She noted supporting the two officers warrant article, but it won’t be enough. She
discussed getting help from Concord on a regular basis.
Sel. Rage noted great report and discussed we need to think outside the box to get more
personnel.
Sel. Waddell discussed the need for help, and that they as selectmen need to be responsible,
as well as business owners and agreed we have to step outside the box. He noted we all have
to work collectively to find solutions. TM Sullivan asked the Chief to discuss the expanded
recruitment they are doing.
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Chief Hobbs discussed advertising through a police app, and that part time policing is losing
its appeal. He discussed recruitment, adding, but we have to think about retention as well,
noting supporting the contract. He discussed how proud he is of the department employees
and all they step up to do for the community.
Sel. Barnes asked if the contracts that are up for voter’s approval are going in the right
direction. The Chief noted it will make us more competitive. There was general discussion
on why officers leave here to go to other communities. TM Sullivan discussed the unions
working on the contract as well and discussed lateral recruiting.
Sel. Sawyer discussed having to be competitive with bigger communities because we are a
bigger community in the summer. He discussed money, and noting people never used to
leave Hampton. There was general discussion on the cost of living in Hampton.
TM Sullivan discussed the check from the Stanton foundation.
Chairman Bridle MOTIONED to APPROVE the Acceptance of the Grant from the Stanton
Foundation for the K9, in the amount $32,000.00, SECONDED by Sel. Waddell.
VOTE: 5-0-0
Sel. Waddell noted the Hampton Police Department is the best in the state.
4. Kristi Pulliam, Finance Director
a Monthly Financials
This is the first pass for end of year numbers. The expenditure target is 100%. The revenue
to date is $8,825,960, which is lower than the estimated revenues for 2021 by $31,078. The
revenues used to set the tax rate in November were $8,857,038. The revenues from 2021
compared to 2020 are lower by $1,379,976, of which a lot was Covid money. However,
when you remove the unanticipated revenue received in 2020 the difference is lowered to
$588,955. The biggest differences here is payment in lieu of taxes. The month's total
income was $1,957,484. This includes Rooms & Meals coming in at $1,116,425. This is an
increase of about 45% from the amount received in 2020.
On the expense side you will find that we are 97.19% spent or under budget by $763,071. In
December of 2020 we were underspent by $859,502. General Government is at 99.03%.
Police Department is at 100.29%. Fire Department is at 101.58%. Public Works is at
90.52%. Welfare is at 76.68%. Parks & Recreation is at 85.6%.
Fund 24, Recreation has a balance of $175,132. Fund 25, Cable Committee has a balance of
$541,586. Fund 26, Private Detail has a balance of $139,396. Fund 27, EMS has a balance
of $404,156. Fund 41, Recycling has a balance of $126,437. Wastewater System
Development Charge has a balance of $228,537.
Sel. Barnes discussed the lower amounts of revenue and even with more rooms and meals we
are still down, noting it interesting. She asked about being 88% spent in elections and vitals.
There was general discussion on receiving grants for elections in 2020. TM Sullivan noted
being underspent due to staffing. Sel. Barnes asked about spending twice as much for the
buyback. Dir. Pulliam noted a couple of significant retirement payouts and they discussed.
TM Sullivan commented those numbers will taper in the next few years. She noted the
electric bill and street lighting, and Dir. Pulliam noted another electric bill coming. She
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asked where the Christmas lights would come from, and Dir. Pulliam noted the street lighting
accounts. There was general discussion that the actual lights are the recreation department.
Sel. Waddell asked about the in lieu of taxes and that it shows elsewhere. Dir. Pulliam
explained it shows in the money collected as tax revenue. He clarified it is not money that is
lost. He noted the increase in rooms and meals is due to the percentage increase and not a
one- time thing.
Sel. Rage asked about the differences in recent years of the rooms and meals amounts. Dir.
Pulliam noted prior years were in the $750,000.00 range. They discussed the reduction in the
rooms and meals tax.
Dir. Pulliam noted they had the default budget to sign.
b

Investment Policy

Dir. Pulliam discussed and noted the only changes are dates.
Sel. Rage MOTIONED to APPROVE the 2022 Investment Policy, SECONDED by Sel.
Waddell. VOTE: 5-0-0
IX.

Town Manager’s Report
1. The most recent Covid numbers for the state and Hampton were announced.
2. The deliberative session will be Sat. Feb. 5th.
TM Sullivan asked for thoughts on the town attorney being present. There was discussion
and consensus was that it is not needed.
3. The town manager discussed the Dept. of Labor doing a safety audit and the items
cited have been fixed and we have sent that report back to them.
4. The NHRS will be conducting an audit.
Sel. Barnes discussed a letter from Xfinity. She asked if we will get comparatives, including
channels, of the two contracts being negotiated. TM Sullivan explained he will ask, but not
sure that is in the realm of the negotiations. They discussed.

X.

Old Business
1. 2022 Warrant
TM Sullivan asked if there were any questions.
2. Outdoor Dining
TM Sullivan noted questions on outdoor dining and that it was one of the COVID-19
provisions that has since expired. He discussed last years legislation that was passed, and
provided for licensees to expand their service area, noting the approval of local officials. He
discussed the process which involves planning for anyone wanting to do this. He noted the
Board’s authority for outside entertainment. He noted his question for the Board is, do they
want to see each of the outside dining requests.
Sel. Sawyer noted going back to pre-Covid requirements and some under Planning and others
the Board, with no one stop shopping. TM Sullivan noted site plans and parking.
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Chairman Bridle discussed a two-year limit. There was general discussion on the language
of the two-year provision and how we go forward, with some people still uncomfortable
being indoors.
Sel. Barnes noted the statute talking about shared spaces, noting she is not for sidewalks and
things like that. She noted allowing for what we have permitted, and Chairman Bridle noted
he thinks that is the consensus. He discussed businesses that have invested in tents and
things, and their guests are favorable to that.
Sel. Waddell discussed site planning and parking and having to go through the Planning
process.
Sel. Sawyer noted no restrictions for indoor dining any longer, and we have to get back to
where it was pre-Covid.
There was general discussion of people going through the entire process and is there enough
time. TM Sullivan noted that is why he is bringing up in January. He discussed perhaps an
expedited process or temporary one.
Chairman Bridle summed up the conversation for Sel. Waddell to take to the Planning Board.
Sel. Rage noted he didn’t want to see a long process and there was continued discussion.
XI.

New Business
1. 23 Island Path SW Service Request
TM Sullivan noted a sewer agreement in their packets from DPW Director. TM Sullivan
explained the circumstances and Dir. Hale’s recommendation in her memo.
Sel. Barnes noted her approval and that they were originally left off the list.
Sel. Barnes MOTIONED to APPROVE the Town Manager to enter into the solid waste
agreement with 23 Island Path SW for a Service Request, SECONDED by Sel. Rage.
VOTE: 5-0-0
2. Bond Reduction Dana’s Service Station for $60,236.02
TM Sullivan explained the reasoning for the bond reduction to 10%,
Sel. Waddell MOTIONED to APPROVE the Bond Reduction Dana’s Service Station to
$6692.89, and for the town manager to sign on behalf of the Board, SECONDED by Sel.
Rage. VOTE: 5-0-0
3. Final Bond Release McCarron Drive $54,860
TM Sullivan explained this is a completion and recommended to release the bond amount.
Sel. Barnes MOTIONED to APPROVE the Final Bond Release McCarron Drive $54,860,
SECONDED by Sel. Waddell. VOTE: 5-0-0
Sel. Barnes discussed a FB post she saw yesterday on the Hampton Firefighters page which
was discussing the NHRS and the drastic changes to the system since 2011, which effect fire
and police employees. She noted there is a hearing to restore some of the benefits, tomorrow
at 10am. She discussed they are asking for support and listed the information on how to do
so.
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She discussed another house bill to repeal the housing appeals board, and, noted that Board
can potentially overrule the local elected Planning and Zoning Boards. She discussed how to
support this to protect the sovereignty of local officials.
Sel. Rage noted he was at the Planning Board meeting and there are issues with Riverview
Terrace and their problems with Wallys. He asked if there were something we could do to
help. He discussed a stop sign that used to be there, and no longer is, and he thinks it would
help. He discussed some dead-end street signs that may help as well. He noted something
we should have DPW look into the signage.
Sel. Waddell noted he agreed.
TM Sullivan noted he will have them look into it.
XII.
XIII.

Closing Comments - None
Adjournment
Sel. Waddell MOTIONED to adjourn the meeting at 20:53 p.m., SECONDED by Sel.
Barnes. VOTE: 5-0-0

Russell Bridle, Chairman
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